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The Word

B o u n d l e s s 
L e a d e r s h i p : 
Only from God    
by Father Luke 
At every Orthodox Christian baptism the 
following passage from Holy Scripture is 
read: 

“At that time, the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. And when they saw 
him, they worshipped him; but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, "All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded to you; and lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age. Amen.” 

~ Matthew 28:16-20 

The Church calls every one of ItÕs 
members to understand ItÕs mission from 
the very moment of our entrance into the 
sacred Body of Christ Ñ the Church is on 

a mission to grow!  At this moment in 
Holy Scripture, Jesus reorients His 
disciples into Apostles, as He sends them 
forth with a mission Ñ Jesus commands 
His disciples to make disciples by 
baptizing people of all nations, and 
teaching them to observe all that Jesus 
taught them.  Teaching and baptizing 
more people from all nations means that 
the Church is intended to grow! 

To break beyond the familiar bounds of 
their own group of believers, let alone 
their own nation, the disciples had to 
become leaders!  If Christ would have 
called them to maintain the group of 
believer that already existed, they could 
have simply managed the flock.  The 
salvific message of Jesus ChristÕs death 
and resurrection would have been 
contained to one small band of believers 
contained in one generation.  You and I 

would not know, let alone experience the 
Grace of God that we have become 
familiar with and hope in on our journey 
to the Kingdom.  If the disciples would 
have taken on management roles we 
would not have heard Matthew 28:16-20, 
there would be no Nativity of Christ 
Greek Orthodox Church, and we would 
not gather with our common faith each 
week. 

The apostles were leaders.  
Understanding the call of Jesus Christ at 
His Ascent into Heaven (Matthew 
28:16-20) the apostles knew that they 
could not maintain what was, if they were 
to obey the will and command of God.   

Leadership is needed for any movement 
to grow beyond an experience that is 
bound by constraints.  The world offers us 
constrains that are as numerous as the 
sands of the seas.  It would seem 
impossible for any effort to perfectly 
transform and grow beyond all 
constraintsÉ we are all bound by 
something, nothing is free from all 
bounds and constraintsÉ except for God! 

God alone exists without any boundaries 
or constraints.  God is infinite Ñ even 

* continued on page 2 

ÒAnd the Word became ßesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.Ó       
~John 1:14
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our imaginations can not contain God! 

With GodÕs continued assistance and 
intervention, the apostles were able to 
lead the Church!  GodÕs boundless 
experience offered to the apostles through 
the Holy Spirit expanded Christian 
experience through every boundary of 
oppression that the world had to offer: 
cultural, political, religious, etcÉ 

Although the time of the apostles 
themselves was generational, their 
leadership continues in two capacities: 1) 
the apostles are still active members in 
the Body of Christ and they still lead 
from the Kingdom, interceding to Christ 
on behalf of mankind! 2) Through the 
experience of apostolic succession (the 
living process of authority being handed 
down from the apostles through 
generations of clergy in the Orthodox 
Church) the leadership efforts of the 
apostles are continued in the world by 
countless numbers of bishops, priest and 
deacons who have worked to serve Christ 
by adhering, through various capacities, 
to the message of our baptism, Matthew 
28:16-20 Ñ the call to grow the Church 
by leading It! 

The leadership of clergy takes diverse 
forms as each individual clergyman 
responds as a steward who has attempted 
to develop the talents that our Lord has 
blessed him with.  This response is then 
applied to ever changing environments 
molded by culture, generations, local and 
world events, etcÉ  The leadership 
offered by one clergyman will never, and 
can never be in the exact form of another 
Ñ if it is, then it was not as authentic as it 

could have been.  This can be challenging 
to the faithful as we become attached or 
even expecting of familiar forms of 
ministerial personality, yet with spiritual 
maturity we may begin to appreciate the 
diversity of ministerial leadership with 
recognition that God is truly the One who 
perfectly drives the mission through our 
imperfect efforts if we try our best. 

I am continually humbled by the 
opportunity that God called me to as a 
priest of His Holy Church.  Only with 
recognition that His perfect and 
boundless presence is what makes 
something good come to fruition through 
my efforts, which are riddled with 
imperfection and errors Ñ only with this 
faith was I able to answer this call and 
continually wake each day with renewed 
energy to serve His Church.  Striving to 
always lead and never manage the 
substantive experience of His Church, 
because we never know who may be 
edified today that was not yesterday 
because we were willing to push 
boundaries, even the ones that seemingly 
provide comfort. 

There are examples of apostolic 
leadership that I thank the Lord for every 
day: the apostles, so many saints that are 
both recognized and unrecognized, my 
parish priest as a boy, seminary 
instructors, clergy mentors from our 
archdiocese, past vicars, our Nativity 
emeritus clergy, and more!  May we all 
thank the Lord for their leadershipÉ we 
are here because they led! 

Thank you for the trust that many of you 
place in the leadership of the Church, the 

leadership that all priests strive to offer.  I 
ask forgiveness of any whom I have 
failed as a clergyman Ñ these failures are 
a direct result of my own weakness and 
can never be associated with the Good 
Lord or His Church. 

I ask that you please uplift my family, and 
all clergy families in prayer as they are 
the earthly foundations that support all 
efforts to truly serve God through the 
priesthood Ñ sometimes evoking 
additional hardships along the way in the 
effort to support the priestÉ their 
husband and father. 

I thank God for the opportunity to serve 
in the Holy Metropolis of San Francisco, 
and at the Nativity of Christ Greek 
Orthodox Church.  I thank Him for the 
opportunity to serve you, to get to know 
many of you and your families. 

Allow me to end with the words that the 
Apostle Paul offered in closing his final 
letter to the Church of Corinth: 

“Finally, brethren, farewell.  Become 
complete.  Be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace will be with you. 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

All the saints greet you. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.” 

2 Corinthians 13:11-14

!"e work of #e pries#ood is done on ear#, but 

is ranked among heavenly ordinances.$

% Saint John Chrysos&m
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P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

A Time of Transition 

During the last 3+ years, our 
communityÕs spiritual leader has 
demonstrated great devotion to his 
religious calling, exhibited great 
enthusiasm for the spiritual, 
philanthropic, and fiscal growth of 
our parish, and has provided solace 
during times of despair for many 
parishioners.  At this time in his life-
long career, Father Luke feels a need 
to expand his pastoral experiences, 
and has accepted an offer to serve in 
another metropolis. 
While the Parish Council was not 
expecting this change in the spiritual 
leadership of our community, Father 
Luke answered the key question well 
at the May 12 council meeting.  When 
asked if his decision has been made 
with a true sense of spiritual 
happiness, he responded strongly in 
the affirmative.  The 2015 Parish 
Council has given its full support to 
Father Luke in his ministry to grow 
our community, and we feel it is truly 
important to give him  
our full support regarding his 
spiritual journey. 

As announced on May 17, Father 
Luke will celebrate his final Divine 
Liturgy as our parish priest on June 
28.  Metropolitan Gerasimos has 
informed the Parish Council that 
Father Constantine has graciously 
agreed to serve as our parish priest 
during July and August.  
Additionally, Metropolitan 
Gerasimos and Bishop Apostolos 
have stated their desires to maintain 
close contact with our Parish 
Council. 
To provide parishioners with an 
opportunity to experience a social 
farewell to Father Luke, the Parish 
Council has expanded its FatherÕs 
Day program to include a luncheon.  
We will be recognizing the 
accomplishments of Father Luke, as 
he and his family move on to a new 
chapter in their lives. More 
information will be shared as the 
event draws closer. 

Reflections upon Festival Fun 

For most visitors to our Marin Greek 
Festival, a fun atmosphere is front 
and center.  The hard work and 
organized chaos requisite to hold 
such an event is generally not 
apparent.  Congratulations to co-
chairs Karen and Ed Keller and 
Laurie and Mike Madias for their 
commitment to this challenging 
event.  
In order to have great food, there 
must be great cooks leading the 
legion of kitchen volunteers.  Our 
thanks go out to Cindy Daifotis, 
Sophia Stathis, and Stacey Weeks for 
allowing their cars to climb Gavallos 
Drive so often for the success the 
Marin Greek Festival. 
For our parishioners who gave up all 
or part of their holiday weekend to 
serve, your investment of your time 
and talent truly enhanced the quality 
of the festival.  It is such community 
involvement that makes the Marin 
Greek Festival more than purely a 
fundraiser.  

Searching Cyberspace 

Are you searching for our new Wi-Fi 
site or seeking interstellar contact 
with your smart phone?  If the 
answer is our visitorsÕ hotspot, then 
the answer to the password question 
is ÒmountathosÓ (no caps, no spaces). 

Generosity That Will Heighten the 
NCC Experience 

Due to the generosity of a kind 
donation, our religious education 
activities and other parish events will 
benefit from a new high-resolution 
projector.  This projector will be fitted 
into a transportable cabinet with 
color-coded wiring for easy set up.  
When coupled with the new campus 
Wi-Fi network, video streaming will 
be possible in our classrooms and 
social hall.  The Parish Council 
expresses its gratefulness for this 
generous offering. 

Showing You Care about the Present 
and Future 

While many parishioners may be 
unsettled by the changing spiritual 
leadership of our church, now is the 

time to show your depth of support 
for our parish.  There is no better 
image that can be projected to a 
perspective priest or a newly 
assigned priest than to know that a 
high percentage of parishioners are 
giving of their treasure to the best of 
their ability. 

As expressed in the Spring Parish 
Assembly, it takes $1,200 per day to 
open the church doors.  More than 
$200 of every 2014 stewardÕs 
donation went directly to support the 
responsibilities of the archdiocese 
and metropolis.   

If you have dropped your financial 
stewardship support of our parish, 
please reconsider how important 
your support is at this point in time.  
If you have the ability to extend 
additional fiscal support, please do 
so during this critical transition 
period.  Become a Sustaining Daily 
Donor by donating $100 per month, 
which will provide for one day in the 
life of NCC. 

Dates to Remember 

On Saturday, August 15, a parish-
wide event will be held to celebrate 
Panagia, the commemoration of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary.  
Please place this event on your social 
calendar, as we prepare for this major 
holiday in the life of our church. 

Another new event being planned as 
a kick-off for the winter holidays is a 
crafts fair to be held in our social hall 
involving many vendors and the 
parish ministries.  Although this 
activity is in its initial planning 
phase, the second weekend of 
November has already been set aside 
on the 2015-2016 calendar. 

Marin County Fair Volunteers 
Needed! 

The Marin County Fair is coming! 
This year is will run from July 1 
through July 5. We need volunteers 
for the Gyro booth. Please let Effie 
Fourakis know when you can help 
out, through email at 
effiejf@me.com, or by phone at 
415-823-9433. 

Notes from the Parish Council

mailto:effiejf@me.com
mailto:effiejf@me.com


A R O U N D  T H E  A R C H D I O C E S E

" 	 The Word 2.04                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R E L I G I O U S  E D U C A T I O N

Junior Narthex Helpers 
Program

Na#vity	
  Junior	
  Narthex	
  Helpers	
  
Program	
  is	
  underway!	
  	
  Many	
  of	
  our	
  

students	
  have	
  taken	
  #me	
  to	
  
par#cipate	
  in	
  this	
  program	
  and	
  

there	
  are	
  s#ll	
  plenty	
  Sundays	
  open	
  
for	
  your	
  child	
  to	
  help	
  greet	
  

parishoners,	
  and	
  learn	
  and	
  help	
  
with	
  the	
  Sunday	
  morning	
  du#es	
  
both	
  in	
  the	
  narthex	
  and	
  assis#ng	
  

with	
  ushering	
  for	
  communion.	
  	
  Look	
  
in	
  your	
  email	
  inbox	
  for	
  a	
  

signupgenius	
  link;	
  if	
  you	
  cannot	
  
locate	
  it	
  or	
  did	
  not	
  receive	
  one	
  so	
  
you	
  can	
  sign	
  your	
  child	
  up	
  for	
  this	
  

ministry,	
  contact	
  
sundayschool@na#vityofchrist.org	
  
to	
  request	
  a	
  link	
  be	
  sent	
  to	
  you.	
  This	
  
program	
  will	
  run	
  throughout	
  the	
  
summer	
  and	
  again	
  in	
  the	
  new	
  
Sunday	
  School	
  year	
  in	
  the	
  fall.	
  

New Sunday School email 
Sunday	
  School	
  has	
  a	
  new	
  email.	
  	
  
Send	
  pictures	
  from	
  ac#ves,	
  

ques#ons,	
  comments,	
  sugges#ons	
  
and	
  RSVPs	
  for	
  Sunday	
  School	
  events	
  

to	
  
sundayschool@na#vityofchrist.org.	
  
Oratorical Festival Update
Na#vity	
  family	
  member,	
  Georgia	
  
Mavromihalis	
  will	
  con#nue	
  in	
  the	
  
Saint	
  John	
  Chrysostom	
  Oratorical	
  
Fes#val	
  by	
  par#cipa#ng	
  at	
  the	
  
Metropolis	
  level,	
  hosted	
  at	
  Saint	
  

Nicholas	
  Ranch!	
  
Let	
  us	
  all	
  upliN	
  Georgia	
  in	
  our	
  

prayers	
  and	
  thoughOul	
  words	
  of	
  
encouragement	
  as	
  she	
  represents	
  

Na#vity	
  in	
  this	
  unique	
  and	
  
substan#ve	
  way!	
  

May	
  Saint	
  George	
  the	
  Great	
  Martyr	
  
be	
  with	
  you!	
  

Orthodox Christian 
Summer Camp 
Opportunities 
June	
  22	
  to	
  June	
  26	
  and	
  June	
  29	
  to	
  
July	
  2:	
  	
  Na#vity	
  Basketball	
  Camp,	
  
grades	
  3	
  to	
  8.	
  
Contact	
  office@na#vityofchrist.org	
  
for	
  more	
  details	
  and	
  to	
  register.	
  

June	
  22	
  to	
  June	
  26:	
  	
  Holy	
  Trinity	
  
Greek	
  Orthodox	
  Church,	
  San	
  
Francisco,	
  CA	
  Faith	
  and	
  Fun	
  Summer	
  
Day	
  Camp,	
  Ages	
  4-­‐12	
  	
  Contact	
  
johnskinas@yahoo.com	
  for	
  more	
  
details	
  and	
  to	
  register	
  	
  	
  

July	
  5-­‐11	
  and	
  July	
  12	
  -­‐18	
  Metropolis	
  
of	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Summer	
  Camp	
  St.	
  
Nicholas	
  Ranch,	
  Dunlap,	
  CA	
  
3	
  grade	
  through	
  12	
  grade	
  (this	
  is	
  a	
  
week	
  long	
  overnight	
  camp)	
  More	
  
details	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  at	
  
youth.sanfran.goarch.org	
  

August	
  10th-­‐14th	
  Fellowship	
  and	
  
Faith	
  Summer	
  Day	
  Camp	
  @	
  Na#vity	
  
of	
  Christ	
  Greek	
  Orthodox	
  Church,	
  
Novato.	
  
Grades	
  K-­‐8.	
  	
  Contact	
  
sundayschool@na#vityofchrist.org	
  
for	
  more	
  details	
  or	
  Chris#na	
  
Thomatos	
  at	
  415-­‐895-­‐1375	
  

Nativity Bible Study
Bible	
  Study	
  will	
  con#nue	
  in	
  the	
  
month	
  of	
  June,	
  on	
  the	
  following	
  
Tuesdays:	
  6/9,	
  6/16,	
  6/23	
  at	
  10	
  am.	
  

We	
  will	
  con#nue	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  
forthcoming	
  Sunday’s	
  Epistle	
  &	
  
Gospel	
  Readings	
  as	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  
preparing	
  for	
  par#cipa#on	
  in	
  the	
  
Divine	
  Liturgy.	
  

Bring	
  your	
  Bible	
  and	
  a	
  friend!	
  

The 
Archbishop’s 

Challenge 

In his keynote address at the 
34th Clergy-Laity Congress His 

Eminence Archbishop 
DEMETRIOS presented a 

challenge to establish a stronger 
and more Orthodox 

catechetical system for the 
Greek Orthodox faithful in 

America. The Department of 
Religious Education 

enthusiastically accepts this 
challenge and is responding with 

educational initiatives that 
addresses His Eminence's three 
major objectives: faith as worship 

and prayer, faith as love and 
Philanthropy, and faith as truth.
These educational initiatives 

include programs and resources 
to meet the catechetical needs 

of the Total Parish. Total 
Parish programs are designed 

to assist Greek Orthodox 
Christians of all ages to deepen 
their knowledge of participation 

in the church's liturgical 
(worship, sacrament, and 

prayer), philanthropic 
(communal fellowship, service, 
and witness) and theological 

(doctrine and teachings) 
inheritance. Total Parish projects 

include the development of 
curricula, periodicals, interactive 

multimedia, teacher training 
workshops, and distance and 
distributed learning projects 

over the Internet.

mailto:sundayschool@nativityofchrist.org
mailto:office@nativityofchrist.org
mailto:johnskinas@yahoo.com
mailto:sundayschool@nativityofchrist.org
mailto:sundayschool@nativityofchrist.org
mailto:office@nativityofchrist.org
mailto:johnskinas@yahoo.com
mailto:sundayschool@nativityofchrist.org
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P H I L O P T O C H O S  &  M O R E  	 	

Membership: We are 
Almost There!
We	
  will	
  keep	
  our	
  Membership	
  drive	
  going	
  
un#l	
  we	
  reach	
  our	
  goal	
  of	
  100	
  members.	
  
As	
  of	
  May	
  16th	
  we	
  have	
  90	
  members,	
  
leaving	
  10	
  members	
  to	
  reach	
  our	
  goal.	
  
Your	
  support	
  means	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  the	
  
chari#es	
  we	
  support	
  so	
  please	
  send	
  in	
  
your	
  form	
  today.	
  Your	
  membership	
  

counts,	
  no	
  majer	
  what	
  the	
  amount,	
  and	
  
has	
  a	
  significant	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  

those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  need	
  and	
  less	
  fortunate.	
  
A<endance	
  at	
  mee?ngs	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  

requirement	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  member.	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  
already	
  joined,	
  God	
  bless	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  

support.	
  Membership	
  forms	
  are	
  available	
  
in	
  the	
  Narthex	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  church	
  office.	
  
Please	
  do	
  not	
  wait	
  send	
  in	
  or	
  hand	
  in	
  

your	
  membership	
  today!	
  

Coffee Hour
A	
  big	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  the	
  Philanthes	
  	
  for	
  

offering	
  to	
  	
  host	
  the	
  coffee	
  hour	
  for	
  July	
  and	
  
August.	
  

Homeward Bound
Philoptochos	
  will	
  be	
  serving	
  a	
  meal	
  for	
  

Homeward	
  Bound	
  on	
  May	
  29th.	
  	
  

Looking for Ideas!
If	
  you	
  know	
  any	
  vendors	
  that	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  sell	
  
their	
  wares	
  at	
  our	
  first	
  Art/CraN	
  Fair	
  please	
  let	
  
us	
  know.	
  The	
  event	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  in	
  November.	
  	
  

  

Graduate Luncheon
The	
  Philoptochos	
  will	
  host	
  a	
  light	
  luncheon	
  to	
  
honor	
  our	
  graduates	
  and	
  the	
  scholarship	
  

recipients	
  on	
  June	
  7th.	
  	
  Please	
  join	
  us	
  to	
  wish	
  
them	
  well	
  wishes.	
  	
  

June Birthdays
June	
  birthday	
  wishes	
  to:	
  
Maryanne	
  Spyridis	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  June	
  2	
  	
  
Scoj	
  Walters	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  June	
  4	
  
Dina	
  Camamis	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  June	
  11	
  
Helen	
  Selmi	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  June	
  14	
  
Pat	
  Kamages	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  June	
  17	
  
Cathy	
  Selmi	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  June	
  25	
  

Dates to Remember
Scholarship	
  Luncheon	
   	
  	
  	
  June	
  7	
  
There	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  General	
  mee#ng	
  right	
  aNer	
  
luncheon.	
  

Saints Cosmas & 
Damian 

Patron Saints of 
Philoptochos 

Sacraments & Blessing 
Services	
  

Baptisms 
May 2 Maria  
 daughter of Michael & 

Demetra Fanourgikis   
 Sponsors are Nicholas & 

Paulette Taptelis 
May 3 Maria 
 daughter of Rosa Grant 
 Sponsor is Rose Hunter 

Chrismations 
May 2 Vasiliki (Vickie) Hatos 

Gikkas 
 Sponsors were Efstratia 

Weeks & Kaliope Simon 
Funerals  
April 30 Nicholas Kuvelis 
May 6 Styliani (Stella) 

Papadopoulos 

May their memories be eternal!

May Liturgies & Readings	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Date/Time	
   	
   Service	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  
!"#$%&%%%%'()*%+,% -"#.+/%01%233%-+4#56%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
!"#$%78%%'()*%+,% 9#.%-"#.+/%01%:+55;$<%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
!"#$%97%%'()*%+,% )=.%-"#.+/%01%:+55;$<%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
!"#$%9>%%'()*%+,% 85;%-"#.+/%01%:+55;$<%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
!"#$%9'%%'()*%+,% -+4#56%?$5$=%@%?+"3%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
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H O L Y  C R O S S  S E M I N A R Y

Father Christopher T. Metropulos, New President of HCHC 

NEW YORK Ð The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America announces the election of the V. Rev. Fr. Christopher T. 
Metropulos, as the next president of Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. The HCHC 
announcement is as follows: 

Following a rigorous search process that began in October 2014, the Board of Trustees of Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology (HCHC) today, May 1, 2015, voted unanimously to elect the V. Rev. Fr. Christopher T. Metropulos as the next president of 
the institution, in succession of the current president, the V. Rev. Fr. Nicholas C. Triantafilou, who after a fifteen-year tenure will retire at the end of 
June 2015. 

Fr. Metropulos has been serving as the Senior Pastor of St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida since 1989.  He holds 
a BA from Hellenic College, a Master of Divinity from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, and a Doctor of Ministry from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary.  Fr. Metropulos founded and has successfully directed OCN (Orthodox Christian Network, a radio and internet ministry) 
and is currently its Executive Director. He has served as Dean of Admissions at HCHC, and thereafter in varying priestly capacities with the 
Archdiocese, including: Archdiocesan Representative to the UN and US Missions, Archdiocesan Council, Assistant Regional Director of 
Leadership 100, and President of the Archdiocesan Presbyter’s Council for two consecutive terms.  In addition to being a Protopresbyter of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, he is also Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne. 

“Finding a new president at this particular time was challenging indeed, due to the remarkable accomplishments and tenure of our retiring 
President, Fr. Triantafilou, who has become the longest running president in the history of HCHC,” said Dr. Thomas C. Lelon, Chairman of the 
Presidential Search Committee and Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 

The search process commenced with the formation of a seven-member Presidential Search Committee (PSC), in accordance with the by-laws of 
HCInc. The process yielded a significant number of 41 highly qualified candidates, which after due process was narrowed to 36, following 
continuous assessment, the number of candidates was reduced to 22, and ended finally with 8 semi-finalists. At the end of March 2015, these 8 
candidates were interviewed for two days off-campus by all members of the PSC. 

After careful evaluation of the 8 semi-finalists, the PSC determined that two candidates reached the status of finalist.  These two candidates were 
invited to on-campus visits on April 28-29, 2015.  During these two days, the two finalists interacted with a cross-section of HCHC’s constituents, 
including: His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America, Trustees, Faculty members from the School of Theology and the College, Senior 
Administrators, representatives from the Student Body, and the Alumni Association of HCHC. 

The final steps of the process entailed an intense review of the two finalists by the PSC and the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees.  
Upon deliberation, the PSC and the Executive Committee forwarded to the Board of Trustees the unanimous nomination of Fr. Metropulos for 
president. 

Today, May 1, 2015, the Board of Trustees at a special meeting and after a thorough consideration of the unanimous nomination of both the PSC 
and the Executive Committee unanimously elected Fr. Metropulos as the next president of HCHC. 

In announcing the election of Fr. Metropulos, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America said, “I kindly ask for prayers and support for the 
president-elect, and I express the need to work by any and all possible means to continue the very important legacy of the retiring president Fr. 
Nicholas Triantafilou.  I strongly believe that by the contribution of all and the help of God, Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology will reach new levels of spiritual enhancement and academic achievement.”
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Stewardship	
  in	
  Ac0on!	
  
Responding	
  to	
  God’s	
  grace	
  last	
  month	
  were	
  a	
  tremendous	
  number	
  of	
  Na#vity	
  faithful	
  and	
  friends	
  who	
  chose	
  to	
  offer	
  
their	
  #me,	
  talent	
  and	
  treasures	
  to	
  make	
  Na#vity’s	
  Marin	
  Greek	
  Fes#val	
  happen!	
  

It	
  was	
  a	
  great	
  pleasure	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  following…	
  

• Experienced	
  parishioners	
  con#nuing	
  their	
  tradi#on	
  of	
  good	
  stewardship	
  by	
  working	
  once	
  again	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  ol’	
  jobs	
  
and	
  some#mes	
  at	
  a	
  new	
  one!	
  

• New	
  parishioners	
  finding	
  a	
  niche	
  to	
  get	
  involved	
  and	
  put	
  their	
  best	
  foot	
  forward!	
  

• Smiling	
  faces	
  working	
  over	
  the	
  hot	
  ovens	
  in	
  the	
  kitchen	
  and	
  the	
  grill	
  out	
  back!	
  

• A	
  twinkle	
  in	
  the	
  eye	
  of	
  a	
  parishioner	
  working	
  garbage	
  detail	
  and	
  replenishing	
  toilet	
  paper	
  in	
  the	
  bathrooms!	
  

• A	
  Na#vity	
  family	
  member	
  under	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  10,	
  working	
  with	
  his	
  mother	
  to	
  clear	
  tables	
  in	
  the	
  hall…	
  for	
  over	
  4	
  hours!	
  

• The	
  boy	
  scouts	
  being	
  happy	
  to	
  work	
  away	
  —	
  seqng	
  a	
  stellar	
  example	
  for	
  all	
  Na#vity	
  young	
  people	
  and	
  beyond!	
  

• A	
  group	
  on	
  ‘break-­‐down	
  Monday’	
  who	
  con#nued	
  to	
  enjoy	
  fellowship	
  into	
  the	
  night	
  aNer	
  the	
  work	
  was	
  done!	
  

All	
  this	
  and	
  more	
  paint	
  a	
  canvas	
  of	
  Stewardship	
  in	
  Ac5on	
  at	
  Na5vity!	
  	
  May	
  God	
  receive	
  our	
  Stewardship	
  &	
  
increase	
  His	
  Grace!	
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Talents that I pledge to 
 offer to Nativity life… 

 
 

___________________________ 
 
 

___________________________ 
 
 

___________________________ 
 
 

___________________________ 
 

Please write in specific  
talents that you are willing  

to offer in support of Nativity  
community life 

 

 

D."'&4."#
 

Total annual financial offering that I pledge  
to Nativity for the year 2015 

 
$ _____________________ 

 
I am interested in including Nativity of Christ  

in my estate planning.  Check box if interested.  

Names:____________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
 

E-mail:_____________________________________ 
 

Phone:________________Cell:__________________ 
 

Signature:________________________Date:_____________ 
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Nativity of Christ Greek 
Orthodox Church

2015 List of Stewards as of May 27, 2015

Palumbis,	
  Fr.	
  Luke	
  &	
  Eleni	
  
Efstathiu,	
  Fr.	
  Constan#ne	
  &	
  Kay	
  
Adams,	
  Fr.	
  James	
  &	
  Evelyn	
  
Adams,	
  William	
  &	
  Lisa	
  
Anderson,	
  Frances	
  
Angelonides,	
  Peter	
  &	
  Arlene	
  
Antonis,	
  Chris	
  &	
  Keri	
  
Arango,	
  Pat	
  
Argyres,	
  Andreas	
  &	
  Joanne	
  
Baird,	
  Maria	
  
Balopoulos,	
  Michael	
  &	
  Anna	
  
Banks,	
  Charles	
  &	
  Catherine	
  
Bechaka,	
  Sonia	
  
Bekris,	
  Fr.	
  Niko	
  &	
  Stella	
  
Bertolina,	
  Ron	
  &	
  Elaine	
  
Bizani,	
  Pano	
  &	
  Barbara	
  
Blasingame,	
  David	
  &	
  Ka#na	
  
Booras,	
  Pauline	
  
Boosalis,	
  Gus	
  &	
  Kari	
  
Brzycki,	
  Jeff	
  &	
  Tracy	
  Langley	
  
Burrows,	
  Bill	
  &	
  Floreja	
  
Camamis,	
  Dina	
  
Camamis,	
  Constan#ne	
  
Capetanos,	
  John	
  &	
  Aglaia	
  
Capetanos,	
  Bill	
  &	
  Chrisoula	
  
Captanian,	
  Ted	
  &	
  Connie	
  
Castro,	
  Jeff	
  &	
  Joanna	
  
Catel,	
  George	
  &	
  Paraskevi	
  
Chyrklund,	
  Chris	
  &	
  Elaine	
  
Corcoran,	
  Bruce	
  &	
  Fran	
  
Cordellos,	
  Dennis	
  &	
  Anna	
  
Daifo#s,	
  Kim	
  &	
  Cindy	
  
Degai#s,	
  Pete	
  &	
  Julia	
  
Delfino,	
  Ken	
  &	
  Carrie	
  
Delis,	
  Nicholas	
  &	
  Stephanie	
  
Della	
  Cella,	
  Joseph	
  &	
  Kathryn	
  
Demakas,	
  George	
  
Demiris,	
  George	
  &	
  Ray	
  Ann	
  
Destein,	
  Pat	
  
Diamantopoulos,	
  George	
  &	
  Anna	
  
Economy,	
  Carol	
  
Edrich,	
  Alexandra	
  
Efstathiu,	
  Paul	
  &	
  Kristen	
  
Eliades,	
  George	
  
Eliopoulos,	
  Paul	
  &	
  Sophia	
  
Fafou#s,	
  Aris	
  &	
  Diane	
  
Ferber,	
  John	
  &	
  Pamela	
  
Fo#nos,	
  Vivian	
  
Fourakis,	
  Vasilis	
  &	
  Effie	
  
Fourakis,	
  Andreas	
  &	
  Argyro	
  
Frudakis,	
  George	
  &	
  Darlene	
  
Gagas,	
  Charles	
  &	
  Claire	
  
Garofalos,	
  John	
  
Garton,	
  Elena	
  
Gavallos,	
  Victor	
  &	
  Tina	
  
Gavallos,	
  Dennis	
  &	
  Heloisa	
  
George,	
  Pete	
  &	
  Ann	
  
Georgeson,	
  George	
  &	
  Debbie	
  
Giannis,	
  Demetrios	
  &	
  Rose	
  
Gigounas,	
  Ann	
  

Gikkas,	
  Peter	
  &	
  Vickie	
  
Gius#,	
  Nonie	
  
Grey,	
  Richard	
  &	
  Constance	
  
Haginicols,	
  Leo	
  &	
  Tiffany	
  
Haginicols,	
  Charles	
  &	
  Amalia	
  
Hajopoulos,	
  Kathy	
  
Hanis,	
  James	
  &	
  Stella	
  
Harris,	
  Helen	
  
Hontalas,	
  Frank	
  &	
  Eve	
  
Hundley,	
  Courtney	
  &	
  Marilyn	
  
Hunter,	
  John	
  &	
  Rose	
  
Iannios,	
  Demetrios	
  &	
  Manulani	
  
Jacoby,	
  Nicholas	
  &	
  Eileen	
  
Kakleas,	
  Jon	
  &	
  Michelle	
  
Kalabokes,	
  Majhew	
  
Kalabokes,	
  Chris	
  &	
  Vicki	
  
Kamages,	
  Christ	
  &	
  Pat	
  
Kambur,	
  James	
  &	
  JoAnne	
  
Kanas,	
  Nick	
  &	
  Carolynn	
  
Karas,	
  Tom	
  &	
  Eleni	
  
Kavantjas,	
  Diane	
  
Keller,	
  Ed	
  &	
  Karen	
  
Kokalis,	
  George	
  &	
  Debbie	
  
Kosmas,	
  Anthony	
  &	
  Anthonia	
  
Kozas,	
  Tom	
  &	
  Angie	
  
Kozas,	
  Anna	
  
Kuvelis,	
  Dean	
  &	
  Denise	
  
Lagios,	
  Michael	
  &	
  Sheila	
  
Livanos,	
  Nick	
  &	
  Paq	
  
Madias,	
  Evangelia	
  
Manesis,	
  Alexandra	
  
Mantalvanos,	
  Alex	
  &	
  Maria	
  
Mardakis,	
  John	
  &	
  Helen	
  
Marsala,	
  Joan	
  
Marshall,	
  Philip	
  &	
  Kathy	
  
Mar#n,	
  Jason	
  &	
  Mia	
  Kavantjas	
  
Mavrantonis,	
  Antoni	
  
Medan,	
  Dushan	
  &	
  Gigi	
  
Meehan,	
  Nicole	
  
Meehan,	
  Tom	
  &	
  Irene	
  
Mehas,	
  Chris#ne	
  
Morphew,	
  Forrest	
  &	
  Ephimia	
  
Morris,	
  Susan	
  
Nichols,	
  Toula	
  
Niemcewicz,	
  Roland	
  &	
  Bess	
  
Oetzel,	
  Bob	
  &	
  Pauline	
  
Orologas,	
  Katerina	
  
Orologas,	
  Alexandera	
  
Orologas-­‐Roland,	
  Nickie	
  
Orr,	
  Thomas	
  &	
  Beverly	
  
Ortner,	
  Rob	
  
Panagotacos,	
  James	
  &	
  Diane	
  
Pantazes,	
  Katherine	
  
Papadopoulos,	
  John	
  &	
  Stella	
  
Papanikolaou,	
  Marina	
  
Papanikolaou,	
  George	
  &	
  Soula	
  
Pappas,	
  Arthur	
  
Pappas,	
  Angelo	
  &	
  Maria	
  
Passaris,	
  Theodore	
  &	
  Elaine	
  
Passaris,	
  Michael	
  &	
  Meredith	
  
Patrinellis,	
  An#opi	
  (Popi)	
  
Perivolaris,	
  Sharon	
  
Perivolaris,	
  Nick	
  &	
  Ellen	
  
Petrakis,	
  Steve	
  &	
  Martha	
  
Prokopakis,	
  Johanna	
  
Prokopakis,	
  Bryan	
  Porter	
  &	
  Melina	
  

Protos,	
  Dora	
  
Psaros,	
  Stama#s	
  &	
  Eleni	
  
Rehn,	
  Allen	
  Williams	
  &	
  Diane	
  
Rey,	
  Patricia	
  
Roessner,	
  Russell	
  &	
  Margarita	
  
Roland,	
  George	
  &	
  Doris	
  
Rossi,	
  Patricia	
  
Rouman,	
  Steve	
  &	
  Liz	
  
Russell,	
  Chuck	
  &	
  Daphne	
  
Sandoval,	
  Irene	
  
Sarantakis,	
  George	
  &	
  Susan	
  
Saris,	
  Tony	
  &	
  Bejy	
  
Scanagaja,	
  Roman	
  &	
  Eleni	
  
Selmi,	
  Helen	
  
Selmi,	
  Catherine	
  
Sereme#s,	
  Ma#na	
  &	
  Andres	
  Pineda	
  
Sideris,	
  Milton	
  &	
  Stassie	
  
Sietas,	
  Chris	
  &	
  Susan	
  
Simon,	
  Kay	
  
Sklavos,	
  Vasiliki	
  
Slenkin,	
  Alex	
  &	
  Nancy	
  
Smernes,	
  Kalliope	
  
Smith,	
  Robert	
  &	
  Evdokia	
  
Smyrni,	
  Anna	
  
Soeten,	
  Alexandra	
  
Soter,	
  Samuel	
  &	
  Stella	
  
So#ras,	
  Paraskevas	
  &	
  Erene	
  
So#ras,	
  Maria	
  
So#ras,	
  Giorgis	
  
Spyridis,	
  Maryanne	
  
Starling,	
  Eric	
  &	
  Irene	
  
Stathis,	
  Gus	
  &	
  Sophia	
  
Stavrinides,	
  Thalia	
  
Stenros,	
  Stuart	
  &	
  Stella	
  
Stockton,	
  John	
  &	
  Susan	
  
Stra#gos,	
  Spiro	
  &	
  Mary	
  Kay	
  
Stra#gos,	
  George	
  
Tac#cos,	
  George	
  
TaN,	
  Kiki	
  
Tangalakis,	
  Odysseus	
  &	
  Joanna	
  
Thomatos,	
  Dennis	
  &	
  Chris#na	
  
Tocmakidis,	
  Rose	
  
Touras,	
  Antonis	
  &	
  Antonia	
  
Trapalis,	
  Arthur	
  &	
  Niovi	
  
Triantafyllos,	
  John	
  &	
  Laura	
  
Trimble,	
  Paul	
  
Tzafopoulos,	
  Nick	
  &	
  Vasiliki	
  
Tzafopoulos,	
  John	
  &	
  Erica	
  
Vallas,	
  James	
  &	
  Judith	
  
Vassiliou,	
  Maggie	
  
Vellis,	
  George	
  &	
  Dimitra	
  
Vlahakos,	
  Nick	
  &	
  Georgia	
  
Walters,	
  Charles	
  &	
  Amalia	
  
Weeks,	
  Daniel	
  &	
  Stacey	
  
White,	
  Sonja	
  
Wildermuth,	
  Anna	
  
Xydas,	
  Stylianos	
  
Xydas,	
  Michael	
  &	
  Elizabeth	
  
Yatrakis,	
  Christopher	
  &	
  Eirini	
  
Yiakis,	
  Joseph	
  
Yioulos,	
  Dean	
  &	
  Ann	
  
Zaferiou,	
  Paul	
  &	
  Phyllis	
  
Zagorites,	
  Marian	
  
Zahariudakis,	
  Dimitrios	
  
Zoo#s,	
  Mary	
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N A T I V I T Y  B A S K E T B A L L  C A M P

NativityÕs 
3rd Annual 

Basketball Camp 
…still teaching virtue through the 

game!

Novato Hoop Coach Legend, Scott Morgan, returns 
to lead the Nativity Basketball Camps, where 

Christian virtue is taught through the sport of basketball. 

Week 1: June 22-25 Week 2: June 29 - July 2 
9 am - 12 noon - bring your own water bottle & snack

*Each week, camp is offered to youth who will be entering grades 3-8
**Each week has a limited amount of availability, sign up today!

Camper Name(s), Grade(s), Shirt Size(s):   ________________________________�B�B�B�B�B�B week 1? week 2?

                                             ���������B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B________________________________ week 1? week 2?

                                            �������������B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B________________________________ week 1? week 2?

Parent Name(s):                       _____________________________________________________

Address, Phone #, Email:         ________________________________________________________

                                                 ________________________________________________________

Is Your Family Orthodox Christian?   ___________________________________________________

If not, what is your religious afÞliation, if any?   ___________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name & Phone #:   _________________________________________________

*In the continued spirit of Christian Stewardship, all camp participation is via   
free-will offering!  Offerings may be made out to “Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox 

Church”; “Basketball Camp” noted in the memo line.
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Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox 
Church 
1110 Highland Drive 
Novato, California 94949 
www.na#vityofchrist.org	
  

Nativity of Christ  
Greek Orthodox Church

http://www.nativityofchrist.org
http://www.nativityofchrist.org

